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BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Teresa Davis 07719208444
clerk@battisford-pc.gov.uk
http://www.battisford-pc.gov.uk
MINUTES
of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

 held at Battisford Village Hall on 19th Sept 2023
Present

Cllr J Cook (Chair)

Cllr J Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Dst Cllr D Pratt

Cllr J Pope


Cllr S Greenwood



Cllr E Kerry


Cllr N Cleaver


1 Resident

Cllr A Card






Parish Clerk T Davis

	2023/65
	MEETING ADMINISTRATION
	

	a.

b.

c.
	Chairman’s welcome & establish any intentions to record the meeting
Apologies for Absence – Cllr Card now able to attend and apologies received from Cty Cllr K Oakes
Declarations of Interest on agenda items - None
	

	2023/66
a.
	To Approve the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 18th July 2023 and for the Chair to sign as a true record
It was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED for the Chair to sign the minutes as a true record
Matters arising from the minutes of 18th July 2023
Dst Cllr D Pratt – Traffic and HGV Management Plan update

Cllr Pratt confirmed that Grt Crested Newt Licences, Lighting Schemes and Biodiversity plans have to be in before work can begin on the site and that the HGV route is dependent on when the developer starts and that this report will be shared to Battisford PC when it is received.

Cllr Cook to forward ANPR details to Cty Cllr Oakes

This was done

Cty Cllr K Oakes – ANPR Camera application update

The Chair confirmed that Cty Cllr Oakes had completed the application and Battisford PC were now on the waiting list and reconfirmed that Cty Cllr Oakes will fund the purchase of a ‘slow children’ sign 

Cllr Greenwood to forward details of hole in road to Cllr Oakes

This was done and hole resolved
	

	2023/67
a.

2023/72d

b.

c.
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   - For members of the public, County Councillors & District Councillors to speak
Public invited to speak

A member of the public had come to speak about the Village Hall and their plans for improving insulation which will cost approximately £30,000. The Chair moved item 72d. to this point. Donations had been made by Comb’s of £1,500, by Dst Cllr Pratt of £2,000 and Cty Cllr Oakes of £2,000. There are S.106 monies available of approximately £3,300 from Mid Suffolk District Council and they can apply for a capital grant of £10,000 from the District Council as well. There is also a grant available of up to £10,000 which has to be 50% match funded. The Village Hall are wanting to ask the Parish Council if they can apply for funding from them. It was confirmed by the Chair that they will need to complete a grant application form and this can be discussed by the Parish Council at their next meeting in November.  The Village Hall representative went on to confirm that as part of the Suffolk Community Grant they are holding Defibrillator training.

To receive Suffolk County Council report from Cty Cllr K Oakes - none
To receive District Council report from Dst Cllr D Pratt 
Cllr Pratt advised that he was pleased that Stoke Farm had been granted planning permission and wanted to highlight the Pride in Your Place initiative that had been launched by the District Council. A population of below 1500 can apply for a grant of £250, applications close on 31st October. It was noted by Cllr Pope spoke about the cost of living support and was concerned for those struggling, it was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next meeting. 
	

	2023/68
a.

b.

c.
	Chair and Councillor Reports / Updates (on the night) 
Chairman report – nothing to report since the last meeting
Councillor report(s) not requiring a decision
Cllr Cleaver confirmed attending a SALC meeting and listening to other parishes and noted that lots had a monthly meeting. It was agreed that frequency of meetings would be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

Cllr Wilson confirmed that noticeboard keys had been quite rusty and so they have had a clean-up.

Cllr Card confirmed visiting the Cemetery with Cllr Pope and noted the gates, which are on the agenda this evening.
Clerk report

Since my last report much has been happening, although it was lovely to have three weeks off in the summer.

Financial

The External Auditor confirmed receipt of our Exemption and Public Rights were displayed. Current CIL monies held were reported to MSDC. The First Quarter Accounts have been prepared and authorised. The bank mandate has been updated to reflect the changes of Councillors following the May Elections.

Administration / Policies / Procedure

Our website and email are currently undergoing a transition period, whereby we are moving to gov.uk. Unfortunately this has caused some unavailability over the course of the summer and some emails and documentation are still to be updated with our new email and website details. The new email is, clerk@battisford-pc.gov.uk. The new website is: www.battisford-pc.gov.uk
Cemetery & Playground Maintenance

Contact has been made with our grass maintenance contractor and following the fast growth earlier in the summer it seems they have now caught up. Some problems arose with the invoicing from the contractor and this has now been rectified as you will see from the invoices paid for the cutting season on the agenda this evening. You will also note that a 10% increase in price has taken place following the new financial year. Funds are due to be received for another burial this year. 

Resident communication

These are on the agenda for this evening.

Other items also in progress with the Clerk:-, VAT reclaim, New Councillor hand overs for voluntary roles, Annual Asset Check, Volunteer Playground Supervisor Training taking place on 28th Sept, 2nd Qtr accounts, Cemetery Plan of plots and Topple Test review.
	

	2023/69
a.

b.
c. 

d.
	SID Report, ANPR Initiative update & Speed Safety (Cllr Cook)

SID report & update – the report can be found in the addendum
The report was reviewed by Councillors and it was concluded that the straight road past the play area continues to have the highest speeds recorded. It was AGREED that the warning of children playing sign offered by Cty Cllr Oakes would be taken up by Council.
ANPR update – as per item 2023/66a
Sign Warning of Children Playing to be purchased by Cty Cllr Oakes – as per above in a.
To discussing contacting the landowner before putting up the White Fencing

The councillors knew the landowner referred to by Suffolk County Highways and gave the clerk the name and contact address to gain formal permission.
	Clerk

Clerk

	2023/70
a.
	BMSDC & National PLANNING CONSULTATIONS RECEIVED

  None
	

	2023/71
a.
b.

c.

d.
e.

f.
	GOVERNANCE and PROTOCOLS
To discuss & agree the draft Action Plan
The action plan had been reviewed by Councillors and was discussed. Two amendments were suggested, two put in place volunteers for the Fete 2024 in April and to strike out the Flower Show arranging. It was then Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED to adopt the action plan.
PPP progress from the working group
The People Place Plan (PPP) was discussed with Dst Cllr Pratt. It was agreed that the Chair would contact Mid Suffolk District Council and Cllr Cleaver would contact SALC (Suffolk Association of Local Councils) and connecting communities. 

To consider either budgeting for the D-Day 80yr Anniversary arising in 2024 and/or the 80th Anniversary of V E Day in May 2025
Cllr Card confirmed that the Village Hall will be celebrating VE day in May 2025. After discussion, it was agreed that VE day should be placed in the respective budget. 

To discuss the new and emerging Taxi-bus service

Dst Cllr Prat advised that Offton and Willisham Parish Council is looking to run a taxi bus service similar to the one in operation in Elmwell. If Battisford were interested then Cllr Pratt will contact the Sustainability Officer. Cllr Wilson was appointed to look into this further.  
To consider having a Flower Arrangement in the Church Annual Flower Show
The Theme of the flower show is ‘Battisford, welcome to our community’. The date of the show was discussed and the availability of a person able to contribute an arrangement. It was concluded that Cllr Pope would speak to the Church Warden to advise that no one was available.
To discuss the current condition of the Cemetery Gates

Cllr Card advised of the entrance gates to the cemetery as looking to have dropped and are not closing properly. It was agreed that Cllr Greenwood would look into this.
	Clerk

Chair

Clerk

Cllr Wilson

Cllr Greenwood

	2023/72
a.

b.

c.
d.

	FINANCIAL MATTERS
Balance of Accounts as of 31st August 2023:-
Current Account - £6,032.77
Savings Account - £12,320.26
To Advise of payments made since 18th July 2023 meeting
i. Clerk Wages August - £330.98

ii. Top Garden Payment Apr - £295.20
iii. Top Garden Payment May - £295.20

iv. Top garden Payment June - £414.00

v. Top Garden Payment July - £295.20

vi. Top Garden Payment Aug - £295.20
To discuss and authorise payments of invoices payable in Sept 2023
i. Clerk Office Allowance, Expenses & Mileage – £43.40
ii. Clerk Wages Sept - £330.98
iii. MSDC Non-Contested Election - £137.73
iv. BHIB Insurance 3rd Yr of Lock In - £398.58
Items i-iv were taken together. It was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED for the clerk to make these payments.
To consider the enquiry made by the Village Hall regarding Insulation Funding – Public session item 2023/67a.
	

	2023/73
a.
	Resident Communications
Horse Chestnut Trees – homes had already been found for the trees.
	

	2023/74
	Items for the next agenda, next meeting on 21st Nov 2023
Councillor confirmed the date of 30th October for the working party to tidy the cemetery and for the Clerk to carry out and show Cllr Card the risk assessment.
	


Meeting closed at 8.21pm
ADDENDUM

1) Speed Indicator Report

Mill Road August 2023

Traffic Report from 25/07/2023 09:00:00 to 30/08/2023 12:59:59

Max Speed = 55.0 MPH on 29/08/2023 19:05:00

Total Vehicles =7,948 counts

Speed

Speed Limit: 


30 MPH

85th Percentile Speed: 
32.9 MPH

50th Percentile Speed: 
27.2 MPH

Average Speed: 

26.1 MPH

% over limit                        
28.5%

Avg Speeder           

33.6 MPH

Recreation Ground July 2023

Traffic Report From 01/01/1970 00:00:00 to 29/01/1970 21:59:59

Max Speed = 65.0 MPH on 12/01/1970 20:40:00

Total Vehicles =8,754 counts

Speed

Speed Limit: 


30 MPH

85th Percentile Speed: 
37.6 MPH

50th Percentile Speed: 
30.1 MPH

Average Speed: 

30.5 MPH

% over limit             

50.8%

Avg Speeder              
35.8 MPH

2) District Councillor D Pratt report for September
Pride in your place campaign 

The Pride in Place campaign was launched last month with the aim to clean-up neighbourhoods, build community pride and tackle the doorstep issues that voters say matter to them. Under the scheme, parishes with a population over 1,500 are eligible to apply for up to £400.

New Business grants

Businesses in both council areas are set to benefit from a new round of funding thanks to the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF). Mid Suffolk District Council was allocated £821,658 over the next two years. Grants are available between £5,000 - £10,000 per application and will fund a maximum of 50% of total project costs.  Eligible projects include net-zero developments, agriculture and farm diversification, visitor economy business expansion as well as SME investment and diversification or investment in community facilities in our rural areas.

Trees, Hedgerows and Wildflowers Scheme

This scheme is open for applications that both help wildlife and have public access. Applications can be for individual trees, tree planting schemes, small community woods, hedgerows, community or scattered orchards and wildflower meadows. MSDC tree canopy cover across the district is currently well below the national average.  We want to help get 30% of our land managed for wildlife by 2030 (30 by 30 national initiative). We are doing what we can on the council’s land, but need help on other land to be really successful. This can include parish land, school grounds, recreation grounds, land open to the public regularly, millennium greens and community spaces.  

Cost of Living support

The following support was provided for residents in Babergh and Mid Suffolk who were struggling with the cost of living during 2022/23. One-hundred thousand pounds was awarded to tenants through the household support fund, £150,000 to households struggling with the cost of their rent through Discretionary Housing Payments and a reduction in council tax for low-income households. During last winter, a total of £110,995 was provided to 62 organisations through Winter Warmth grants. Over 588 homelessness applications were received in Mid Suffolk. Additionally, Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice received a 30% uplift in funding.

Solar Farms

The appeal against MSDC planning decision for a Solar Farm at Burstall was successful as well as the appeal for costs.  There are currently several other applications for similarly large-scale solar farms in the district and this appeal decision will be a material consideration.

	Dr Daniel Pratt

Mid Suffolk District Councillor

Email: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 07775389193
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